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Celebrating the
Contributions of Women

Join the Caucus of African-American Leaders in

partnership with the Office of the County

Executive as we honor 10 women who have had a

tremendous impact in Anne Arundel County with

the Michelle Obama Award. This Executive

Citation is named in honor of former first lady

Michelle Obama, who served as a role model for

women and worked as an advocate for poverty

awareness, education, nutrition, physical activity,

and healthy eating. 

This year we honor women from many walks of

life. Whether they are serving as an elected

official, leading our battle against COVID,

leading their own organization, or volunteering

their time to help our communities, they are all

making history in Anne Arundel County. Learn

more about all of these women in the pages to

follow, because "Her Story Is Our History". 

"Your story is what you have, what you will always have.
It is something to own..."

- Michelle Obama

Photos from 2020 Michelle Obama Awards



Dear Friends,

On behalf of all Anne Arundel County residents, I would like to
congratulate the 2021 Michelle Obama Award recipients in honor of
Women's History Month.

We typically hold this event in person but, due to COVID-19, pivoted this
year to a prerecorded format. The 2020 ceremony, “100 Women Who are
Making a Difference”, was the last event we held before restrictions on
social gatherings were put in place. Thank you to the Caucus of African
American Leaders for once again taking the lead on this wonderful event
and to my staff who helped organize the program. 

Now in its third year, this award is designed to recognize women in our
county who embody former First Lady Michelle Obama's spirit.
Compassionate, graceful, and intelligent are some of the words many
have used to describe Mrs. Obama. The women we honor this year
possess these same characteristics. Each of them is doing incredible
work in our communities in their own way.

The theme for this year’s awards - "Her Story Is Our History", speaks to
the importance of recognizing the critical impact women have in our lives
at all levels. In the words of Michelle Obama, “When women and girls
rise, their communities and their countries rise with them.”

I look forward to continuing our work together to make Anne Arundel
County The Best Place - For All.

Sincerely,

Steuart Pittman
County Executive



Carol Benson, Ph.D.
Carol Benson has been Executive Director of the
Four Rivers Heritage Area since 2008. Under her
leadership, the heritage area has achieved an
outstanding track record of projects funded and
dollars added to the local economy. An Economic
Impact Study published in 2021, funded by the State
of Maryland, estimated the contribution of the Four
Rivers Heritage Area to the statewide economy to be
more than $244.8 million, and 3,469 jobs annually
(based on 2019 data). In 2017, Benson was one of
thirteen heritage area directors who successfully
pursued advocacy efforts to increase the state funds
available to the Maryland Heritage Area Authority, by
supporting legislation in the General Assembly that
lifted the funding cap from $3 million to $6 million
annually, with the result that state funding for local
projects has more than doubled as well. 

Benson has a Ph.D. from Princeton University and
held previous professional positions at Maryland
Humanities and the Walters Art Museum. She has
served as a Board member of Visit Annapolis and
Anne Arundel County and various other
organizations. Leanna Braun

Leanna is the mother of two children, Zion and
Essencye. She had her first child, Zion, at 17 years
old, 2 weeks after graduating from Annapolis Senior
High School in 2011. 

She took many of her trials and tribulations faced as
a child, troubled teenager, and young parent and
started She Is Incorporated, a nonprofit that supports
teen mothers, their children and promotes women
empowerment.

Leanna grew up in Bay Ridge Gardens of Annapolis.
With her father in prison from the time she was six
months old and an absent mother since the age of
10, Leanna was left to raise her 6 siblings. Without
access to proper resources, she was forced to cope
with life, depression, and parenting independently. 

Today, she shares her experiences with the hope of
encouraging individuals who have suffered similarly.
Her mission is to continue guiding the youth and
implementing the importance of turning tragedy into
triumph through her work with teen mothers while
making a change in the Annapolis community. 



Virginia Clagett
Virginia Clagett was born in Washington, D.C., and
is a life-long resident of Maryland. She was one of
three women first elected to the Anne Arundel
County Council in 1974. Mrs. Clagett served there
for twenty years, from 1974 to 1994, and was the
first woman Chair of the Council for 8 years. She
was the first woman Delegate to the Maryland
General Assembly from District 30, representing
Annapolis and the southern part of Anne Arundel
County. Mrs. Clagett also served four terms in the
General Assembly from 1995 to 2011. 

As a county and state legislator, she focused on
supporting the environment, agricultural
preservation, quality education, safety and health
care, and issues of women's rights. She was a
member of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, a
board member of the Historic Annapolis Foundation
and the Maryland Historical Society, a trustee on the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, as well as a commissioner
on the Critical Areas Commission. Mrs. Clagett is
presently a board member of the Maryland League
of Conservation Voters. Tonii Gedin, RN, DNP

Tonii began her nursing career as an ICU nurse. After
noticing the disparity between how ill patients were
versus how ill they and their families perceived them to
be, she decided to transition into primary care. 

Tonii focuses on improving health outcomes and the
quality and safety of those she serves. She firmly
believes the health care system must fundamentally
change to meet people where they are, remove barriers,
and provide access to high-quality health care. 

In May 2020, Tonii joined the Anne Arundel County
Department of Health as the Deputy Health Officer of
Public Health. Since then, she has helped lead the
response to COVID-19 by working with a dedicated team
of health department employees on increasing testing,
school reopening, and vaccine operations.

Tonii received her bachelor’s in nursing from North
Carolina A &T State University. She also holds a
master’s in Community and Public Health Nursing, and a
doctorate in nursing practice from the University of
Maryland. Tonii and her husband, Kory, share 4-year old
twin daughters, Aubrey and Blake, and almost two-year-
old son Langston.



Nancy Hartzell
Nancy Hartzell has been the Director of Operations
for Leadership Anne Arundel (LAA) since February
2016. She believes in the importance of
volunteerism and giving back to the community. 

LAA affords her the opportunity to work with local
leaders, encourage them to understand their
communities, and the significance of getting more
involved. Nancy is also a graduate of Leadership
Anne Arundel Flagship, class of 2017, and
Neighborhood Leadership Academy, class of 2016.

Prior to moving to Annapolis in July 2015, Nancy and
her husband, Mark, lived in Westfield, NJ for 15
years. Nancy made the choice to leave her banking
career to be a stay-at-home mom to their two sons,
Matt and Mark. Aside from raising their sons, Nancy
volunteered extensively at church and their sons’
schools. Besides Westfield, Nancy and Mark lived in
many places - Baltimore, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and
Chicago - and are now going on 31 years of
marriage.

Ramocille Johnson
Educated at Morgan State University, Notre Dame
University, and Loyola College of Maryland,
Ramocille Johnson, a mother of two and
grandmother of three, is a retired educator, former
manufacturing engineer, and administrator.
Currently, she serves as the music director of New
Covenant United Methodist Church. She is also a
founding member of the Board of Directors for the
Chesapeake Arts Center, serving as the Governance
Chair for their present Board. 

Ms. Johnson is the founding directress for the
Extensions of Faith Praise Choir, an
interdenominational choir that has served the
Baltimore Metropolitan area for 33 years. She is a
charter and life member of the North Arundel County
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc., and an
Executive Board member of the North Arundel
Cultural Preservation Society. 

Her philosophy for life is conveyed in Proverbs 3:5,
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not to
thine own understanding, In all thy ways
acknowledge Him and He will direct your path."



Delegate Dana Jones
Delegate Jones grew up in Cumberland, MD.  She
attended Towson University and has been a
strategist for over 22 years. In the 2002 election
cycle, Delegate Jones was a Senior Researcher at
the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
and served as a Legislative Assistant where she
directed legislative strategy on various issues. She
was also a senior staff member and Research
Director for seven years at EMILY’s List. 

In 2020, Dana was chosen by the Democratic
Central Committee and appointed by Governor Larry
Hogan to represent District 30A in the Maryland
General Assembly. She currently serves on the
House Ways and Means Committee, where she is a
member of both the Election Law and Education
Subcommittees. Delegate Jones also serves as a
member of Maryland’s Student Data Privacy Council,
where she is involved in the state’s efforts to protect
local school systems from cyber attacks. 

She and her family are active with numerous local
community organizations in Annapolis & Anne
Arundel County. 

Adriana Lee
Adriana Lee is a Mexican Immigrant. She serves as
the first Hispanic Affairs Outreach manager for the
Office of the Comptroller of Maryland. Her position
serves as a liaison between the agency, community,
and business organizations. She is dedicated to
helping the increasing number of Spanish-speaking
taxpayers looking to connect with the agency’s
services. Ms. Lee also serves as the spokesperson
for the 1,000-person state agency with the Spanish-
speaking media outlets.

Lee previously worked in a similar role for Mayor
Gavin Buckley for the City of Annapolis and the
Center of Help, a nonprofit organization serving the
immigrant community in Anne Arundel County.

She was appointed last year, in 2020, by County
Executive Steuart Pittman to be part of the Anne
Arundel County Immigrant Affairs Commission.

Adriana is a community advocate, faithfully
committed to supporting and serving immigrant
families.



Neva Stansbury
Neva Stansbury was born in Beaufort, North
Carolina, graduated from Fayetteville State
University, an HBCU in North Carolina, and moved
to Maryland forty-three years ago.

Over the last 24 years, she has volunteered for the
NAACP. During her tenure, she was elected as
Branch Secretary and served on the Executive and
Finance Committees. Also, she was elected as
Assistant Secretary for the NAACP's Maryland State
Conference.

Neva also served as an officer of the Karen Ann
Stansbury-Brown Memorial Scholarship Foundation,
where she participated in fundraising events that
sponsored scholarships for 20 college students.

She has been the recipient of the MLK Drum Major
Award, Freedom Fund Award and was selected as a
Maryland State Conference, NAACP Dream Team
member.

Neva has been married for 43 years to Gerald
Stansbury, and they have two adult children, Tatia
and Gerald Jr., and three grandchildren.

Joanna Tobin, Ph.D.
In November 2020, Joanna was elected to the Anne
Arundel County Board of Education, representing
District 6. She brings a wealth of experience in
education, both as an educator herself and in
education management and oversight. 

Joanna taught undergraduates at Georgetown
University when she was a doctoral candidate and
then was a member of the faculty of St. John's
College here in Annapolis for several years. She
works as a consultant, including moderating
leadership seminars for the Aspen Institute and
chairing accreditation site visit teams evaluating
public charter schools worldwide. 

Joanna attends the Annapolis Friends Meeting,
where she was the Children's Religious Education
Committee's co-chair for several years. The
daughter of a U.S. diplomat, Joanna was born in
Trinidad and spent her childhood in the Caribbean,
Asia, and Africa, where she attended the local
schools in French and English. She holds a B.A.
from Wellesley College, an M.A. from St. John's
College, and a Ph.D. from Georgetown University.


